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Staff Report  

RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING EMERGENCY 
PLANNING FOR DAM OR LEVEE FAILURES 
 
Honorable Mayor and Council Members  
 
Summary  
The San Mateo County 2006-2007 Civil Grand Jury has filed its final report and that report 
contains recommendations that, by State law, must be responded to by the City of Belmont. The 
subject areas of the recommendations are to cooperate with the Office of Emergency 
services/Homeland Security to develop credible Emergency Action Plans by March 31, 2008 for 
responding to prospective dam or levee failure, degradation or breech and direct the appropriate 
City department to work with the County Public Works Director and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to report on the integrity of dams and levees in the County.  
 
Background and Discussion 
The Civil Grand Jury is empanelled each year in each County in the State; their charge, under 
State law, is to review local government operations and make recommendations for 
improvements. The scope of their investigations is not limited but in practice many Civil Grand 
Juries focus their attention on County operations; that apparently has been the case in San Mateo 
County. 
 
Within the physical boundaries of San Mateo County there are 12 dams listed by government 
agencies as posing high or significant risk in the event of failure. At least four levees between 
Brisbane and East Palo Alto are shown on a recent FEMA (Federal Emergency Management 
Agency) map as uncertified to withstand a hundred-year flooding event. Failure of these 
structures could threaten the lives of many thousands of County residents.  
 
The OES (Office of Emergency Services) and HS (Homeland Security) has four parallel methods 
for notifying citizens facing emergencies such as dam or levee failure. Although warning 
methods are in place, the information about dams and levees needed for both planning and to 
ensure timely warnings in emergencies is not readily available to OES and HS.  
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Examples of this lack of information are: 

• Lack of Emergency Action Plans (EAP) 
• Inadequate information about the structure integrity of the County’s dame and levees 
• Recent denial of public access to the Army Corps of Engineers’ NID (National Inventory 

of Dams) website  
 
To correct these problems, the Grand Jury recommends that dam and levee owners be required to 
prepare Emergency Action Plans by March 31, 2008 and submit them annually thereafter to the 
OES/HS, and direct the appropriate City department to work with the County Public Works 
Director and FEMA to identify, evaluate and report on the integrity of dams and levees in the 
County. 
 
All of the recommendations relating to the City of Belmont have been directed to the City 
Council; therefore the Council is required to officially respond. State law requires a response by 
a certain date, which in this case is September 26, 2007. 
 
Staff has prepared a letter to the Grand Jury with responses to the recommendations, which are 
attached. Following Council approval, the responses will be officially transmitted to the Superior 
Court Judge who is presiding over the Grand Jury.   
 
General Plan/Vision Statement 
No impact 
 
Fiscal Impact 
No Fiscal Impact 
 
Public Contact 
Posting of City Council agenda 
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the attached response letter to the Grand Jury be approved, thereby 
authorizing the City Manager to send the reply as written. 
 
Alternatives 
1. Take No Action 
2. Refer back to staff for further information 
 
Attachments 
A. Resolution 
B. Grand Jury Report 
C. Letter of Response to Grand Jury 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________  __________________ 
Valerie Harnish              Jack Crist 
Information Services Manager City Manager 
 
 
 
 
Staff Contact: 
Valerie Harnish – Information Services Manager 
650.637.2970 
Valerie@belmont.gov  
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.     
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELMONT 
RESPONDING TO GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING 

EMERGENCY PLANNING FOR DAM OR LEVEE FAILURES 
 

 
WHEREAS, the San Mateo County 2006-2007 Civil Grand Jury has released its final reports; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Belmont is required to respond to recommendations contained in two 
areas of said final report, dealing with submitting an Emergency Action Plan and identifying, 
evaluating and reporting on the integrity of dams and levees in the County; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Belmont has prepared appropriate responses and wishes to transmit 
them, as required by State law, to the Presiding Judge of the Civil Grand Jury. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Belmont as 
follows:  
 
Section 1. The responses to recommendations of the San Mateo County 2006-2007 Civil Grand 
Jury relating to Emergency Planning for Dam or Levee Failures pertaining to the City of 
Belmont, attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby accepted. 
 
Section 2. The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to transmit said responses to the 
Presiding Judge of the San Mateo County 2006-2007 Civil Grand Jury, in accordance with State 
law. 
 
*   *   *  *   *   *   *   *    *  *   *   *  *   *   *   *   *    *  *   *   *  *   *   *   *   *    *  *   *   *  *   *    

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Belmont at a regular meeting thereof held on September 11, 2007 by 
the following vote: 
 
AYES, COUNCILMEMBERS:   
 
NOES, COUNCILMEMBERS:   
 
ABSTAIN, COUNCILMEMBERS:   
 
ABSENT, COUNCILMEMBERS:   

 
 

  
CLERK of the City of Belmont 

APPROVED: 
  
MAYOR of the City of Belmont 































September 19, 2007 
 
Hon. John L. Grandsaert 
Judge of the Superior Court 
Hall of Justice 
400 County Center; 2nd Floor 
Redwood City, CA  94063-1655 
 
Re: EMERGENCY PLANNING FOR DAM OR LEVEE FAILURES IN SAN MATEO 
COUNTY Report 
 
Dear Judge Grandsaert: 
 
The City Council of the City of Belmont is in receipt of your letter dated June 28, 2007 regarding 
the Grand Jury’s June 28, 2007 Emergency Planning For Dam Or Levee Failures In San Mateo 
County.  The City hereby responds, as requested, to the Grand Jury’s Report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 1: 
 
Cooperate with the Office of Emergency Services/Homeland Security to develop credible 
Emergency Action Plans by March 31, 2008, for responding to a prospective dam or levee 
failure, degradation or breech. These Emergency Action Plans should be prepared and submitted 
immediately upon completion to the Office of Emergency Services/Homeland Security, followed 
by annual updates. An Emergency Action Plan would include at least the following information: 

• A list of three or more separate telephone contacts to insure that at least one responsible 
official or responder is made aware of an emergency at the facility 

• Other actions that would be undertaken to mitigate the danger in the event of an 
emergency 

• The most recent inspection report 
 

Response to Recommendation 1: 
 
The City of Belmont agrees with the findings and is currently working on an Emergency Action 
Plan for Notre Dame Lake Dam (also known as Water Dog Lake Dam) with the San Mateo 
County Office of Emergency Services/Homeland Security.  This plan will include the 
recommendations outlined in the Grand Jury Report. Other actions will include the use of the 
City’s Teleminder phone system to advise all affected residents. 
 
The Emergency Action Plan will include three City officials: 
Ray Davis, Public Works Director 650.595.7459 
Don Mattei, Police Chief 650.595.7421 
Doug Fry, Fire Chief 650.802.4225 
 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION 2: 
 
Direct the appropriate City Department to work with the County Public Works Director and with 
the Federal emergency Management Agency to identify, evaluate and report on the integrity of 
dams and levees in the County.  
 
 Response to Recommendation 2: 
  
The City of Belmont agrees with the findings. The Department of Public Works will be the City 
Department to work with County DPW and FEMA on any report dealing with the integrity of 
dams and levees in the County. The contact person is Karen Borrmann, Assistant Director of 
Public Works/ City Engineer - 650.595.7469. 
 
 
The City of Belmont thanks the Grand Jury for its time and interest in this matter. 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
JACK CRIST, 
Belmont City Manager 


